10.2 Leaving Cert Physics Aims and Objectives (2010-11)

Aims:

· To broaden each student’s awareness and enjoyment of Physics.

·  To provide an understanding of the fundamental concepts in physics.
· To build upon the aims of the JC Physics Syllabus and the TY Physics Program. 
· To allow students to explore and appreciate some of the diverse areas of STS which require an understanding of physics. 
· To provide a general education in physics to all students whether or not they pursue physics in further education

Objectives:

The main objectives of our Leaving Cert Physics education program are as follows:

· To cultivate an appreciation for the wonder and mystery that is the world of Physics.
· To enable communication of ideas, present work and report findings using a variety of media.
· To educate on the use of instrumentation in physics, and the scientific method.
· To foster an interest in applied physics concepts, by reinforcing JC competencies, and by relating these to everyday applications.
· To demonstrate the relevance of Physics in many Science career paths.
· To build upon the experimental and presentation skills that students already have, in the form of the mandatory and optional experiments.
· To develop a scientific approach to problem solving which places emphasis understanding and constructive thinking.
· To foster a natural curiosity, so encouraging independent enquiry and creative actions.
Within the classroom we strive to provide a well rounded and broad perspective of all the sciences. 
Our department strategy is to stimulate active thinking and through our lessons we emphasise the following:
· Investigation and experimenting
· Estimating, measuring and evaluating
· Analysis
· Recognition and interpretation of patterns
· Recording and communicating
